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 Our mission in creating this newspaper is to display our writing skills, 

creativity and to inform others of some things we learn during our 
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Strangest Species: The Silkie!
By: Emma 

What is a silkie? Would you expect it to be a bird? Better yet, a 
chicken? A chicken with blue ears and fluff all around it's body? 
Let me tell you about the silkie!

The silkie's exact origins are unknown. We do know that in Marco 
Polo's writings, he describes a fur bearing bird that resembles the silkie. 
They are believed to have been traded by Chinese merchants. They were 
exported all around the world. In fact, in the Netherlands, 
silkies were sold as a rabbit-chicken crossbred. Silkie meat was even 
considered a magical cure because of it's black meat. 

What are silkie's known for? In America,  most silkies are bantam or 
small sized. However, in different countries they can be full sized hens. 
Silkies have a great temperament and easy-going personality. This makes 
for a great pet chicken! It's skin is all black with 
feathers all down it's legs. With no ability to fly, it is a ground dwelling 
bird. These extraordinary birds come in a multitude of colors such as 
black, gray, white, buff and rare colors such as lavender, red, splash and 
chocolate. No matter what color the silkie is, it's bones 
and skin are black. While their look and temperament win a lot of chicken 
lovers over, there is another reason why these birds are in such high 
demand. Silkie hens get very broody (wanting to sit on eggs). This allows 
breeders to feed the demand of other rare birds who rarely go broody. 
Silkies have been known to sit on all types of eggs even goose eggs and 
quail eggs without breaking them. 

In conclusion, the silkie is a gentle breed. They come in many colors 
and are very broody. This makes them a great addition to any backyard 
farm!  
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Louis Pasteur
By: Lydia

Louis Pasteur was a chemist and microbiologist.  He was born in Dole, France on December 27, 1822 
and died in Marnes-la-Coquette, France on September 28, 1895.  Pasteur is best known for his discovery 
of vaccinations, pasteurization and proving that germs cause disease.

Louis Pasteur came from a poor family and during his early education he was an average student who 
enjoyed art and singing. As a teenager, Louis was exposed to science and knew he had found his calling.  
In 1838, Louis went to college to become a science teacher, earning degrees in mathematics, physics and 
chemistry.  

After graduating, Pasteur became a chemistry professor at Strasbourg University.  Louis fell in love with 
the daughter of the university’s rector, Marie Laurent, while teaching there.  Marie and Louis were 
married in 1849 and had five children, however three of their children died from typhoid fever.  It was 
the deaths of his children that drove Louis to investigate infectious disease in order to find a cure.

During Pasteur’s time, people believed that microbes, such as bacteria, appeared due to “spontaneous 
generation,” which meant they thought bacteria just appeared out of nowhere.  Pasteur ran experiments 
to see if this was true.  Through his experiments, he proved that germs (i.e. bacteria) were living things 
that came from other living things and didn’t just spontaneously appear.  This was a major discovery in 
the study of biology and earned him the nickname the “Father of Germ Theory.”

Pasteur used his discovery of germs to investigate how beverages such as wine and milk were spoiled by 
microbes, such as bacteria and mold.  He found that by heating up the liquids most of the microbes were 
killed and the beverages lasted longer and were safer to drink.  This process became known as 
pasteurization and is still done today on many foods like milk, vinegar, cheese, wine and juices.

As Pasteur learned more and more about bacteria, he began to think they may be the cause of disease in 
humans.  When the French silk market was threatened by a disease to silkworms, Pasteur decided to 
investigate. He discovered that these disease was caused by microbes and by eliminating the microbes 
from the silkworm farms, he was able to end the disease and save the French silk business.

Pasteur continued investigating diseases.  He discovered that he could make a weak form of a disease 
that would cause people to become immune to the stronger form of the disease.  He called this weak 
form a “vaccine.”  He first discovered this by working with cattle and the disease anthrax.  The first 
vaccine he gave to a human was the rabies vaccine, which he administered to a nine year old boy named 
Joseph Meister in 1885.

Louis Pasteur died in 1895 from a stroke.  He is buried at the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, France.  
He remained a deeply religious Christian throughout his life.  

Pasteur is remembered today as one of the most important  scientists in history.  His discoveries led to an 
understanding of microbes and diseases that has helped  save millions of lives.  Pasteur’s ideas on 
microorganisms causing disease eventually led to the boiling of surgical instruments, which helped 
prevent infections and made it possible for many more people to survive surgery than before.  Louis 
Pasteur also founded the Pasteur Institute in 1887, which today is still one of the world’s leaders in 
battling infectious diseases.  



Haiku Poems
By: Solayla

Seeing Santa 

Jolly old Saint Nick 
Red coat and hat and a belt 
A magical night 

Chimney Sounds

Thump! Thump! What was that ! 
Jing a ling ! Oh my goodness ! 
Wow! Merry Christmas!  

Jesus’ Birth 

Beautiful Baby 
Dressed in clean swaddling clothes 
Pure in every way 



By: Patrick
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 James's Jokes

Q) What did the cat say when she stubbed her toe?
A) Me-OW!

Q) What happened when the frog's truck broke 
down?
A) It had to get “toad” away.

Q) What do you get when you cross a frog and a 
popsicle?
A) A hopsicle.

Q) What is a snake's favorite subject in school?
A) Hiss-tory
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